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(GENERAVISITINFORMATION

ARRIVAL

For safety reasons, please access the Jacobus Vanderveer House via River Road and enter through the Rivell Roa
Park entrance. Follow the park roadway to the gravebedutac at the end and unload. Then follow the hay trail

to the main entrance of the hgse. Please instruct school busses to park on the side of the gravel roadway and

not on the grass.

TEACHER& CHAPERONES

It is suggested that there be at least one (1) adult chaperone or teacher for evéfy stQdents. At the end of

the visit, teachers will be given packets with handouts for the students upon your return from the Jacobus
Vanderveer House & Museum. Tkars and chaperones are expected to monitor their classes and correct any
inappropriate conduct.

FACILITIES
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the main level near the Kitchen Wirand the other is located on the second floor accessible from the staircase i
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Unfortunately there are no indoor lunchtime facilities available at the JacWlnslerveer House & Museum.
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MUSEUMBEHAVIOR

Being a good museum visitor is very much like being a good visitor in other places. We knohethate go
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already know how to be aogpd museum visitor. Please keep in mind the following when visiting the Jacobus
Vanderveer Housee & Museum:
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Only touch the objects that the museum educator invites you to touch as many items are very old ghd
delicate.
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Listen when someone else is talking. Listen to your teachers, chaperones, the museum educatorsgand
your fellow students.

Raise a quiet hand if you have something to say.

Use your indoowoice.

Stay safe!
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Please no food, drinks or gum The Jacobus Vanderveer House & Museum



About the Jacobus Vanderveermdse& Museum
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colorful history. The house is the last surviving building in Bedminster associated with the Vanderveer's, a fa
prominent in Bedminster Township history from its earliest settlement through the mid 19th century.

The home wastilt in 1772 by Jacobus Vanderveer, whetahanged his name to Jamede was the younger

son of a wealthy Dutch miller, and his father and brothers lived and worked nedaepbus married Mariah
Hardenbergh, the daughter of Jacob Ruten Hardenbergh, minister of the Dutch Reformed Churches in
Bedminster, North Branch, Neshanic, Raritan, and Millstdre coupleset up theirhousehold against the
backdrop of increasing hostilities between England and the Colonies, so the house may have been scaled ba
with the understanding that when the hdbties were over it could be expanded as needed

In early 1778Vanderveer was approached to lend the residence toggarHenry Knox, who was coming from
Boston to command a new artillery encampment and training academy that the Revolutionary Armiges we
setting up on the mountain high above the village of PluckerKimox and his wife Lucy occupiedthouse until
June or July 1779 and the JacoMamderveer House served as headquarters for General Henry Knox during thé
winter of 177879, when the Combental Army artillery was located in the village of Pluckemin during the
Revolutionary War's Second Middlebrook Encampment.

Although the artillery park and its academy, the forerunner of West Point, no longer rethaivanderveer

House is the only blding known building still standing that was associated with the Pluckemin Artillery
Cantonment.The artillery park and military academy is considered to be the first installation in America to trai
officers in engineering and artillery and predates thaited States Military Academy at West Point (est.1802) by
twenty four years.

The Vanderveer family house was later enlarged with two additions in the nineteenth century, remodeled in th
twentieth century, and subsequently abandonetihe Township of Beninster purchased the home and the
surrounding area as part of River Road Park in 198@. home has been restored by The Friends of the Jacobus
Vanderveer House, a ngrofit group of inspired volunteers dedicated developing the house as a museum and
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Pre-Visit Activity

Dear Teacher,

The following pages are images and descriptions of objects from the Jacobus Vandenger
House museum collection. Prior to your visit we encourage you to take the time to do
this activity as these objects will pop up again during your tour and will helpgeng

students. Please feel free to photocopy and share the images with your students.

Work as a class or in groups to ask questions about each item. What is it made out off Is
it old or new? Why? How do you think it was used? Why do you think tinat@ded is a
questions worksheett 5 A & O 2 @ S NJogel yoh siagiesl. ORveryéanswer, right or

wrong, helps your student learn!

After your visit to the museum, you and your students can check to see what you guegped
correct. Information about eadtem is included in this packet. Also included are two
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what works for you.

We hope you and your students enjoy your visit to the historic Jacobus Vanderveer H@use
& Museum.

Sincerely,

The Friends of The Jacobus Vanderveer House



Discovering Objects

Use descriptive language to answer the following questions about each object

Description

. What do you think this objeas?

. Why do you think that?

. What do you think this object is made out of (ex. wood, metal, clay, glass, fabric)? It is madedi®m
than one material?

Do you think this object is old or new? Why?

. What shape can you see in or on the object?

. What do you think this object was uséut?

. Why do you think that?

. Who do you think usethis object? Were they rich or poor? Young or old?

4. Why do you think that?

Other

Is there anything else you notice about the object?
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